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Barrow Borough Council  

Executive Committee 
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UK Shared Prosperity Fund – Year 1 Projects 

 
 

Report from:   Director of People and Place 

Report Author:  Head of Regeneration & Planning Policy 

Wards:    (All Wards); 

 

1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.1 The purpose of this report is to present the list of projects that will be supported 

by UK Shared Prosperity Funding in Year 1. The projects have been 

independently assessed for strategic fit, deliverability and alignment with the 

interventions and associated outcomes outlined in Barrow Borough UKSPF 

Investment Plan endorsed by this committee in July. The funding must be drawn 

down by 31st March 2023, subject to approval and programme management 

arrangements being finalised by Government. 
 

2.0  Recommendation 
  

2.1 It is recommended that Executive Committee note and endorse the projects 

to be funded by UKSPF for Barrow Borough in Year 1. 
 

3.0 Background and Proposals  

3.1 The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) is part of the UK government’s 

Levelling Up agenda and a significant component of its support for places across 

the UK. It provides £2.6 billion of new funding for local investment by March 

2025, with all areas of the UK receiving an allocation from the Fund via a funding 

formula rather than a competition.  
 

3.2 The Fund was launched on 13th April 2022 and £2,477,528 has been allocated to 

Barrow Borough Council, with around £8.3m collectively for Barrow, Eden and 

South Lakeland District Councils. 
 

3.3 The Barrow UKSPF Investment Plan was considered by the Westmorland and 

Furness Shadow Cabinet on 22 July 2022. On the 27thJuly 2022, this committee 

gave approval to submit the Investment Plan to Government which set out how 



the funding would be spent. The Fund has 3 investment priorities around which 

investment would be based: 
 

 Community and Place 

 Supporting Local Business  

 People and Skills 
 

3.4  The Council are awaiting approval from the Government of the UKSPF 

Investment Plan. If approved, the Council will be required to enter into a grant 

funding agreement with the Government, the content and implications of which 

are unknown at this stage. 

 

Barrow Borough Year 1 UKSPF projects - 2022/23 
 

3.5 In preparation for delivery upon approval Barrow Borough Council undertook a 

call for applications under the following intervention themes E1, E7, E10, E14 

and E33 for projects which could be delivered in Year 1 i.e. by 31st March 2023. 

The Council, as reported at this committee in October, and other organisations 

submitted applications which were then independently assessed by a third party 

for strategic fit and deliverability and the requirement to deliver at pace for Year 

1.  
 

3.6 The shortlisted projects which have met all the requirements of the robust 

independent assessment and form the package of projects which fit our funding 

envelope are set out below in Table 1. 
 

3.7 Feedback will be sought on these projects, and those shortlisted for South 

Lakeland and Eden, from the UKSPF Local Partnership Group on 2nd November 

who through their expertise in their professional field will confirm strategic fit and 

deliverability ratifying the independent assessment. As stated above all Barrow 

projects have met assessment criteria and it envisaged will be supported by the 

LPG.  

 

Table 1: Year 1 Projects Barrow Borough 

 

Intervention Intervention 

description 

Value Project Description 

E1 Funding for 

improvements 

to town 

centres and 

high streets. 

 

£78,657 Public realm enhancements at 

Portland Walk to improve the 

appearance of the area and 

encourage units being reactivated.   

Public realm enhancement within 

Dalton Town Centre. 

E7 Support for 

active travel 

enhancements 

in the local 

area 

£52,913 Creation of a dedicated secure 

cycle storage facility, kitchen and 

toilet facilities within the Boat 

House at Barrow Park.  



The creation of a dedicated cycle 

storage facility at the Dock 

Museum. 

E10 Local sports 

facilities, 

teams and 

leagues 

£39,328 Small capital and revenue grant 

scheme for sport & physical activity 

sector 

E14 Funding to 

support 

relevant 

feasibility 

studies 

 

£15,975 Production of a tourism and 

heritage strategy for Piel Island.  

.  

 

E14 Funding to 

support 

relevant 

feasibility 

studies 

 

£15,975 A feasibility study for Dalton 

Leisure Centre and the production 

of concept designs 

E14 Funding to 

support 

relevant 

feasibility 

studies 

 

£7,500 Outline designs produced for 

Lakeland House to inform a wider 

capital bid to increase youth activity 

work within the building through 

Dropzone 

E33 Employment 

Support for 

economically 

inactive 

people 

£78,656 Delivery of ‘The Key’ project 

delivering employment support for 

economically inactive people in the 

local area 

 

 

4.0 Consultation  

4.1 Three Focus Groups were held in June hosted jointly for the 3 district authorities 

which brought together over 90 stakeholders. 
 

4.2 A Local Partnership Group comprising of stakeholders has been established with 

its first meeting on 7th July 2022.  Stakeholders include elected members from 

Westmorland and Furness and the district Councils and representatives from the 

business, tourism, sustainability, community, voluntary and education and skills 

sectors. This will be the key mechanism for wider consultation and engagement 

on the production of the investment plans and their future delivery.  
 

4.3  Officers have engaged with partner organisations and elected Members to select 

the projects that the Council is seeking to fund in Year 1. Officers will engage 

with the relevant elected members during the design development process to 

ensure that the projects are fit for purpose and will deliver the desired project 



benefits, prior to the award of construction contracts. This will sit alongside any 

required public consultation activity. 

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1 N/A 

 

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 The funding stream supports all priorities of the Barrow Council Plan, as it will 

support cross cutting investment across the borough, supporting disadvantaged 

residents and creating a vibrant, safe and welcoming place where people want to 

live and supporting the economy to thrive. 

 

7.0 Implications  

7.1 Financial, Resources and Procurement  

7.1.1 The funding period for UKSPF is April 2022 to March 2025 with payments 

expected to lead authorities by October 2022. 

 

7.1.2 The successful delivery of the UKSPF Investment Plan would require resources, 

Barrow BC are keen to build on the programme management arrangements in 

place for Town Deal with Cumbria County Council. UKSPF includes a 4% 

administration fee in 2022/23 which would be used to support programme 

management. The allocations made to the three districts is as follows: 

 

 
Allocations 
 Barrow Eden SLDC Total 
 
Total Allocation 
  £  2,477,528   £  1,990,203   £ 3,845,592   £   8,313,323  

Programme 
Management (4%)  £       99,101   £       79,608   £    153,824   £      332,533  

Available for 
Interventions  £  2,378,427   £  1,910,595   £ 3,691,768   £   7,980,790  

 

 

7.1.3 If funding for the projects set out in this paper are secured, the Council will follow 

its Corporate procurement processes and procedures to ensure it delivers the 

projects efficiently and secures value for money.  

 

7.2 Legal  

7.2.1 Any legal implications relating to UKSPF currently lie with the three district 

Councils as lead authorities.   

 

7.2.2 Upon our UKSPF Investment Plan being accepted the Council will be required to 

enter into a grant funding agreement with the Government, the content and 



programme management arrangements are yet to be finalised. Advice will be 

sought prior to entering into such an agreement. Full Council agreed in October 

Barrow Borough Council is to act as the Accountable body for Year 1 of the 

funding programme and resolved that the Director of People and Place was 

authorised in consultation with the Director of Resources, to enter into funding 

agreements with project delivery organisations.   

 

7.3 Local Government Reorganisation 

7.3.1 If successful the Shared Prosperity Fund will be incorporated into the Council 

Plan of the Westmorland & Furness unitary authority. 

 

7.3.2 A prioritised list of recovery activities will be fed into the LGR Policy   

  Workstream in order that the post-covid needs of the Borough’s communities are 

  considered in the setting of Council priorities for the new Westmorland &  

  Furness Council. 

 

7.3.3 The Year 1 Projects set out in this paper must be spent and defrayed by March 

2023 and therefore will be delivered by the Borough Council administration. 

Barrow Borough Council worked closely with Eden District Council and South 

Lakeland District Council to prepare our respective Investment Plans as we will 

together form Westmorland & Furness Council from 1st April 2023. Officers have 

ensured that the priorities of the current three Investment Plans are closely 

aligned to enable delivery of Year 2 and 3 Projects by the new Authority.  

 

7.4   Equality and Diversity 
  

7.4.1 UKSPF funding is allocated for places and communities and includes projects       
under three themes of Community and Place, Supporting Local Business 

  and People and Skills which will deliver activity for all of our communities and 
residents including families and older people, access to education, health and 
 services, enhancement of town centres and open spaces, and improving cycling 
and walking infrastructure. Consultation was undertaken with a range of 
stakeholders  on the views of the groups and individuals they represent including 
specialist groups. 

 
Risk 

 

Risk  Consequence  Controls required  

Failure to allocate UKSPF 

monies to projects 

Funding not released 

and projects not 

delivered to 

interventions as 

outlined in Investment 

Plan  

Ensure projects are 

supported which are 

deliverable and provide 

outputs to meet the 

intervention outcomes 

outlined in the 

Investment Plan for 

Barrow Borough 



   

   

 

Contact Officers  

 

Helen Houston, Head of Regeneration & Planning Policy hhouston@barrowbc.gov.uk  

 

Appendices Attached to this Report  

 

Appendix No.  Name of Appendix  

1  Barrow UKSPF Investment Plan 

 

Background Documents Available 

 

Name of Background document  Where it is available  

UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

Prospectus 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-

shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus/uk-shared-

prosperity-fund-prospectus  
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